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WEATHER

Warm temperatures continued through

the period averaging one to six degrees

above normal. A few scattered showers

and thunderstorms brought rainfali mostly

over the southwest and central 'portions
of the State.

GENERAL

Scattered showers received last week

in some parts of the State gave limited

relief to crops but rains war 9 mostly too

scattered and too late for general bene-

fit to crops. Wheat seedbed preparation

continues statewide with seeding in full

swing in the Panhandle. Most other areas

have begun limited sowing but generally

are waiting for moisture.

Topsoil moisture supplies remained

the same as last week as short in 96%

of the counties reporting and adequate

in 4%. Subsoil moisture supplies also

remained about the same as last week at

96% short and 4% adequate. A year ago,

topsoil moisture was short in 66% and

subsoil short in 91%.

CROPS

Irr1@ated corn declined again last

week but continues to remain in mostly

good condition across the State. Dryland

corn also declined again last week due

to the hot, dry weather conditions and

is in mostly poor condition statewide.

Over 75% of all corn is in or beyond the

dent stage. This is near the normal of

70% and last year's 75%. Over 20% is now

mature, compared to 15% for both normal

and a year ago at this time. Silage har-

vest is in full swing across the State

with some farmers chopping corn as a

method of salvaging the drouth-damaged
acres.

S0rghum and soybeans declined again

last week but still remain in mostly fair

condition. Sorghum development remains

ahead of normal with 70% turned compared

to 60% for normal and 70% for 1975. Over

15% of the sorghum crop is now ripe. This

compares to 10% for normal and 15% for a

year ago. Soybeans are also ahead of nor-

mal as over 40% of the soybean leaves have

turned to date. This compares to 35% for

both normal and last year. About 10% of

the soybean plants have shed their leaves

to date, which is near normal and a year ago.

Dry beans in the Northwest District

are maturing rapidly with the current

weather conditions and harvest is well

underway.

Alfalfa and wild hay remain in mostly

poor to fair condition statewide. The

third cutting of alfalfa is now nearly 80%
complete.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies

deteriorated further last week to short

in 94% of the counties reporting. Supple-

mental feeding of cattle on dry pastures

is continuing with some culling to reduce

load on remaining pasture feed.
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